GEODESICS, I N C.
3013 Hillsboro Street
Raleigh, N, C,

February 11, 1955

Mr, XXxxxx
XXxXX School of Art
XXXXXXXKAXKXXXKLXXK LIBRARY

BIERRRIIR NIRRT, BOSTON ARCHITECTURAL CENTER
Dear Mr, xxxxxx:

Thank you for your letter of January 20th,

1 am sure that you must have been unaware that the Geodesic and
discontinuous compression structures are coverod by UsS.A, and
other patents which I hold, During a recent visit to xxxxxxxx
I saw your reproduction of a Geodesic structure in front of the
XXXXxx School, It is well executed,

This letter will constitute a special license to you authorizing
the specific erection of this one dome, Will you please mark the
dome on the radial flange surfaces of five of its struts with the
following: "Pat, No, 2,682,235", This may be done with water-
proof vaint or waterproof ink, - or by carving. The letters
should be approximately 1/2" high, The lettering should not be
placed on the dark struts unless it is lettered with light
colored paint, If you know of a slot machine printing device in
XXXXXXxX where aluminum printed strips can be had, you may
produce the patent merking on such strips and tack them onto

the structure,

To date I have had no patent infringement cases in respect to
Geodesic structurecs and am eager to avold such unhappy events,
Your prompt action in responsc to this letter not only will avoid
suit but also will allow your structurc to be properly identi-
fied in a family of structurcs which are now increasing at an
accclerating pacec,

In answer to your request for information regarding discontinuous
compression sphercs, there are no schools in which distributable
information-resides, I and my companies, = Geodesiecs, Inc,,
Synergetics, Inc,, Fuller Reseerch Foundation, and Fuller Research
and Development, = arc the only licensed proprictors for the
development of such structurcs,

When various universities and schools invitec me to conduct courses
in industrial philosophy and prototyping strategy, I require

that all students voluntarily agree in advancc to protect my
proprictary rights in rospoct to my inventions which will be
disclosed to them as incidental to leading them into the parti-
cular cresting frontier phascs of roscarch and development work
whose evolution I have fostcred,

In return for their pledges I agrece to provide them with unrcs-
trained, unguarded disclosurcs of my cvoluting thoughts concerning
unique experienccs and emerging inventions, Becausc it would be
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both unfricndly towards, and frustrating to, the students to
expose them to such knowlcdge regarding ways of obtaining unique
technical advantage, while at thc same timc putting them on notice
that they could not practice within the premises, I further agrce
at the outset to license under my patents all of the students
admitted to thc course, issuing that licensc upon satisfactory
completion of thc course,

The licensc permits the graduated students to producc one such
structure each, eithcer for themselves or for a clicnt. I further
agree that should they take advantage of the liccense and produce
a Geodesic structurc, - or a discontinuous compression structurc, =
or an octahedron-tetrahedron truss, - that if they do it in a
satisfactory technical manncr, so adequately processcd as to do
credit to the general development of Geodesic structures, - I
will, upon their re-application, issue thom further specific
licensc pormits as the occasion ariscs provided their rocords
continuc as satisfactory. In rcturn, thc licenscos arc to pay
such royalty as they individually dcem appropriate, thc estimate
being cntirely within thelr own discrction, it being understood
that that royalty should rcpresent a rcprescntative fraction of
the increcment of gain by cither tho owner or the architect as
accruing to thce special technical advantages inhcrent in thoir
Geodcsic liconsing and usce. I agroc to apply such royalties to
further rescarch and deovclopment,

I am enclosing a mimcographed copy of a letter by my assistant,
Mr, John Dixon, which discusses thc cxponses to which I am at
present subject in maintaining this structural developmont and
which makes rcference also to the cxpenses which in the past have
gone into the developmecnt of thoss advantages which arc now
identificd as either Geodesic structurcs, discontinuous compross-
ion structurcs, or octahedron-tetrahcdron structurcs, ctece, I
enclosc this item so that you may become aware of the magnitude
of inherent responsibilitics attachod to the devecloping and main-
taining of the unique sct of technical advantages which you had
unwittingly exploited without license.

The license that I give to the studonts for a singlc structure
must be rcconfirmed in rospect to thc specific structure they
contemplate undertaking, as I am detormined that in the carly
days of Gecodesics the common advantage to be gained by their
use shall not be impeded by discrediting types of usc, For
instance, I will not tolecratc any Geodesic structurcs intended
to look like oranges for wayside "pop" stands, ctec, Individual
licenses will bc granted only for what promiscs to be regencra-
tively accrediting uses,

Iiconses to graduabted students arc nontransferable; that is, no
licensce can rc=-liconsc othors to producc, or rcproduco, any of
the structures of which I am the legally exclusive proprictor,

~In granting thc single-usc liconscs to my graduatc students no
licensing rights accruc to tho collegus, schools or univorsitics
where I conduct the projcets, I visit only thosc universities
and schools that invite mec, -~ upon their own initiative, - to
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visit them, I ncver promozc such visits, When a school invites
me to conduct onc of my short courses within their domain, T
roquire in advance that thoy waive any "shop rights" claims upon
my patents or design devclopment as cxposed or advanced within
projects as conducted under theoir invitation on their premises,
If they arc not willing to "waive" I cennot afford to bring my
lifetime work to them and cxposc my tecchnical frontiors to loss
of control and loss of initiativc,

Bocausc of the prominencce of the Geodesic structurc as now incore-
porated in the publicly visible design cnscmble of the xXxxxx
School, I must ask that you advisc tho xxxxx School administration
regarding all of thc above mattors, and thercafter notify me that
you have complicd with my patont marking and administration
informing rcqucstse.

I am surc that you will understand that it would bec a dcliborate
betrayal of my relationships with thosc schools that I do visit
and those students whom I have liccnscd if I werc to permit and
implomont the uninstructed cxploitation by othsr schools of
advantages accruing only to the paticnt, thorough, scicntific
disciplines fostercd by those schools that I have visited, if I
were to make technical information available to nonvisited schools
to be exploited to thoir scholastic curricula advantagc.

I am intent within thce best of my abilitics to foster within tho
world of design tho same integrity of devclopmont which character-
izes the front linc cvonts of sciontific cxploration whcroein
infinitc rospoct and mcticulous accounting of the work of othors
is practiced by all to tho cnormous mutual advantage of alle

The profcssional ficlds of writing and music havc long ago bcen
forced by nceds of mutual wclfare to adopt legal means of pro=-
tecting individuals!' rights. Becausc books &nd shect music, or
rocords were mass-produccd and involved substantial tooling cost
and commercial risk, all of which was casy to recgulate by law,
the author-composer protection was casily cffected,

Only in the ficld of personally articulatcd arts of design,
painting, dancc, and tcaching is mcdlcval piracy es yct rampant, -
oven "acceptcd' as a necessary and rcalistic ovil,

Our socicty is on historical trial and if wc are not ablc, as
individuals, to discern thec nccessity of initiating the integrity
that protcects all other individunls and fosters thoir cvery
contribution to team play for seccond derivative integration
toward common advantage, we will comec rapidly to history's
negative verdict,

I assurc you that I am in no way charging you with any lack of
intcgrity whetsoever, Your locttor is a cloar decclaration of
integrity., Because I admirc you for your integrity of action I
also seek to enlist your aid,

What I am doing 1s taking this occasion to show that there arec
feasible and logical procedures which avoid trespassing while at
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the same time developing common artist-initiator as wecll as

public advantage, I hopc that we may thus acccleratc the develop-
ment of effective awarcness amongst schools and designers that it
is adventagcous to adopt personal disciplincs lcading to increased
popularity of sclf=-policing, - thus avoiding drcary and unenforco-
able professional=-ethics policing codes, I am not favorably
impressed with school disciplines that teach otherwisc innocent
students to meke pathetic attempts to out-Mics Mies while over-
looking the ocnorgetic and cconomic fundamcntals govorning
development of truly cvolutionary dosign initiative, and dcsign
responsibility,

Feithfully yours,
GEODESICS, INCORPORATED

Rs Buckminster Fuller

Prosident
RBF:D:B
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FEBRUARY 23, 1955

MR, Re BUCKMINSTER FULLER
GEODESICS INCORPORATED
3013 HILLSBORO STREET
RALEIGH, NORTH CAROL INA

DEAR MR, FULLERS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER OF FEBRUARY 1,

THANK YOU SINCERELY FOR ISSUING ME THE SPEC!AL LICENSE AUTHORIZING THE ERECTION OF THE
DOME, WE HAVE INSCRIBED PATENT NO, 2,682,235 AS DIRECTED,

AS REQUESTED | HAVE INFORMED THE ACMIN!STRATION., HOWEVER, THE GRAVE !RRESPONSIBILITY
WAS TOTALLY ON MY PART.

| HAVE ALSO TAKEN THE LIBERTY TO QUOTE YOUR LETTER AND DISCUSS THE IMPLICATIONS OF MY
IRRESPONS IBILITY WITH THE SMALL GROUP OF STUDENTS WHO CONSTRUCTED THE DOME,

[T WAS MY ENTHUSIASTIC BUT INCOMPLETELY STRUCTURED ATTEMPT TO INTRODUCE TO THIS GROUP
OF STUDENTS THE MORE COMPREHENSIVE DEFINITION OF DESIGN. THE ATTEMPT INEVITABLY LED
TO THE INTRODUCTION OF FEW OF THE ARTICLES WRITTEN BY YOU ABOUT YOUR CONCEPTS AND THE
PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE CONSTRUCTIONS EXECUTED UNDER YOUR DIRECTICNe IT WAS THE STUDENTS?
CURIOSITY TO ACTUALLY "SEE THE THINGS WORK™ THAT INITIATED OUR PROJEST. [T WAS NOT AN
ATTEMPT TO TEACH THE STUDENTS "TO MAKE PATHET!C ATTEMPTS TO OUT=MIES MIES"s | ASSURE
YOU THAT SUCH AN ATTITUDE DID NOT ORIGINATE DURING OUR ATTEMPT. ACTUALLY, THE -PROJECT
CONCRETELY DEMONSTRATED THE [LLOGICALITY OF OUR ATTEMPT, SOME OF THS STUDENTS, SINCE
THEN, HAVE STARTED ON NIGHT COURSES IN MATHEMATICS, WE HAVYE ALSO [NITIATED AN EXTRA=
CURRICULAR READING PROGRAM OF A MODEST SCOPE,

THIS IS MY FIRST YEAR OF TEACHING, THIS IS ALSO THE FIRST YEAR XXXXXXX SCHOOL OF ART
IS UNDER A NEW ADMINISTRATION, | DO NOT BELIEVE THE PREV!CUS ADMINISTRATION PROMOTED
ANY DEFINITE PRGGRAM IN THE CURRICULA WHICH MAY HAVE LOGIGALLY APPROACHED A COSMIC
VIEWPOINT, THIS RECENT IRRESPONSIBLE ACT FURTHER INDICATES MY OWN {NADEQUACIES, HOW=
EVER, | WOULD LIKE TO CONTINUE TO ATTEMPT MORE LOGICALLY AND BY MORE FEASIBLE PROCEDURES
A DEYELOFMENT OF A PROGRAM WHICH MAY EVENTUALLY QUALIFY US TO [NVITE YOU FOR A LECTURE
OR SHORT COURSE PRCGRAM,

AS THE CURRICULA STANDS THE SO=-CALLED [NDUSTRIAL DESIGN'STUDENTS HERE-ARE NOT GIVEN ANY
COURSE [N MATHEMATICS, ECCNOMICS, SCIENTIFIC PHILOSOPHY, ANTHROPOLOGY, ETC. BY MY OWN
LIMITED INIT!ATIVE | HOPE THAT THESE WILL BE ADDED TO THEIR PROGRAM, MY HOPE |S THAT
THE PRESENT EXTRACURRICULAR STUDY PROGRAM WILL EXPAND [NTO SUCH. | BELIEVE THE NEW
ADMINISTRATION WILL FAVOR SUCH AN ADDITION,

IF IT IS NOT ALREADY INFRINGING OVERLY ON YOUR KINDNESS, COULD YOU INFORM ME AS TO WHAT
YOU MAY CONSIDER TO BE THE MIN!MAL BACKGROUND IN MATHEMAT{CS, ECONOMICS, ETC, UPON WHICH
BASE YOU MAY PROFITABLY COMMUN[CATE TO THE STUDENTS,

THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR LETTER.

| HOPE THAT | MAY EVOLVE [N MY OWN PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT TO CONTRIBUTE CONCRETELY TO
YOUR INTENT AND DIRECTION TO WHICH YOU EXERT TOTAL ENERGY, MY DEEPEST APOCLOGY FOR THIS
RECENT |RRESPONSIBILITY,

FAITHFULLY YOURS,

XXXXAXXXXXXXXXXX
INSTRUCTOR



